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SOBP Vision Statement

The vision of the Society of Biological Psychiatry is to integrate, advance, and promulgate
science relevant to psychiatric disorders, in order to reduce or prevent the suffering of
people with these conditions.

SOBP Newsletter Update

I am thrilled and honored to launch SOBP's newest communication - this newsletter. We understand that all
of our email inboxes are cluttered with information from around the globe, and so you may wonder ‘why this?"
Well, there are several reasons. First, we are proud of SOBP and what it represents, namely, as we state in
=51 our tag line "Scientists collaborating to eliminate suffering from mental illness." Our organization is a leading
advocate for high-quality research to advance evidence-based mental health care and improve the lives of
our patients and clients. We are an open society that encourages membership, collaboration and
communication. We want you to know about us. Second, because we are proud of our organization, we want
' to find new members who share our passion. We believe our goals are noble, and we want to build our
society to be the strongest possible to achieve them. Third, SOBP is an active organization. This newsletter
o will highlight our activity in order to inform both members and nonmembers (who we prefer to think of as
potential members) to encourage participation and generate excitement. We hope that you find that this
newsletter meets these goals.

-Jg
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Now for some 'housekeeping' notes. This newsletter will arrive in your email inbox approximately quarterly. Please watch for it. It will
have several interesting features each quarter including: hot topics from our journal Biological Psychiatry; a guest column from one of
our members describing their work and their lab/program; information about our annual meeting (including a synopsis each summer of
the previous May meeting); updates from SOBP Council and key committees regarding our organization; membership news; links to
sites with potential research funding or new job opportunities; and comments from the editor.

Because it is a new venture, we are still creating. Consequently, we are looking to recruit an editorial board to help keep the editor
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SOBP Career Center

Visit SOBP's on-line Career Center
This center is designed for you to explore employment opportunities. Post an anonymous

resume for employers or recruiters to view.

Links to other resources are available for your convenience.

Society Financials

As treasurer for SOBP, | am the member of the Council leadership responsible for ensuring that our society remains
financially sustainable long into the future. At the request of your Council, my predecessor John Rush and | have
endeavored to put our society in a financial position to operate without industry contributions, to eliminate any hint of

o
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conflict of interest. Because our journal, Biological Psychiatry, generates excellent royalties, because we run a lean

administration, and because we invested reserves conservatively, in 2009 we became self-sustaining. We no longer accept funds from
commercial entities, with a sole exception - our journal publisher, Elsevier, supports our domestic Travel Fellowships. To my knowledge,
SOBP is the only medical research society that does not accept industry funding. We are very proud of this position and trust that you

are also.

There are two financial issues that currently concern us - membership dues and annual meeting registration fees. Annual membership
dues support our administration. Membership dues are an issue because many of our members fail to remain current with their dues
payments; consequently, we have dropped some members for not paying dues. Although this problem is common with associations like
ours, we would like to develop strategies to improve this situation. Since most members pay these dues personally, if we can increase
the number of paying members, we could reduce everyone's fees. Suggestions from membership are encouraged in this regard.

We have one principal guiding annual meeting registration fees - registration fees must cover all expenses. Until the recent meeting in
New Orleans, income from registration fees did not cover costs. The difference between income from registration fees and expenses
varies with the venue. For example, the largest deficit (several hundred thousand dollars) came in 2004 in New York City, where it is
very expensive to hold meetings. The income from industry for our past meetings prevented us from incurring losses that would not have
been sustainable, but, as noted, we do not want to rely on industry partners any longer. Consequently, registration fees for annual
meetings will be based on covering costs of the meeting. Again, we encourage members to suggest alternative strategies, and we
value your ideas as we manage this financial issue.

Despite these two concerns, we have a robust, successful Society that is in good financial health, and we are looking forward to
continued advances in the future. Thanks to all of our participating members for your support.

Elliott Richelson, MD - Treasurer

Elections

It is time to elect a President for the 2011-2012 term, and a Councilor-at-Large for the 2010-2013 term. Also, changes to the Society's
constitution and by-laws have been made, which will require membership review and approval. We encourage all voting members to
exercise one of your benefits by casting your vote for the future leaders of the Society. An email will be sent to all voting members this
Fall announcing the opening of the election.
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